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Source CAREX Canada, for more information see: 
http://www.carexcanada.ca/en/asbestos/environmental_estimate/#provincial_tables_and_maps 



Mesothelioma incidence rates with preliminary 
projections, males in Ontario and Other Canada 

Data sources: Ontario Cancer Registry (2010), Cancer Care Ontario and Canadian 
Cancer Registry (2010), Statistics Canada 
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Libby Vermiculite Processing  Sites  

Minneapolis Star Tribune article; Feb. 2000 



Examples of asbestos-containing 
products 

HSE, University of British Columbia: http://www.hse.ubc.ca/safety/asbestosmanagement/typicalusesofasbestos.html 

Building Product  Friablity  Dates of Use  

Mechanical insulation  high  1926 - mid 1970's  

Spray insulation  high  1935 - 1974  

Texture coat  moderate - high  1950 - mid 1970's  

Floor tile  low  1950 - late 1970's  

Drywall taping compound  low - moderate  1945 - late 1970's  

Cement pipe  low  1935 - present  

Brake linings  low  1940 - present  

Duct wrap  moderate - high  1920 - mid 1970's  

Textiles/gaskets  low - moderate  1920 - mid 1970's  

Roofing material  low  1920 - late 1970's  

Ceiling tiles  low - moderate  1950 - 1970's  

Cement board  low  1930 - present  



Trends in 
Compensated 

Fatal Cancers in 
Canada 

• Del Bianco A, Demers P. 
Occupational cancer Fatalities on 
the rise: The Examination of 
Accepted Workplace Fatality 
Claims within Ontario and 
Canada. Toronto: Occupational 
Cancer Research Centre, 2012. 

• Data from AWCBC. National Work 
Injury Statistics Program, 
extracted March 12, 2012. 
 

 

Mesothelioma 

Other cancers 

Lung Cancers, not asbestos 

Lung Cancers, asbestos 





Asbestos-Related Cancers in Canada 

• There are as many as 500 mesotheliomas 
diagnosed each year 

• Based on estimates from epidemiologic studies 
there are 1300-2100 lung cancers each year 

• Asbestos has also been associated with larynx, 
ovary, pharynx, stomach, and colorectal cancer 

  Asbestos may be responsible for at least 
2000 new cancers each year in Canada, 
mostly fatal.  
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n=312 

111 
New cases, 1992-2007 

Source: Gan WQ, Demers PA, McLeod CB, Koehoorn M.  Population-based asbestosis 
surveillance in British Columbia.  Occup Environ Med 2009;66(11):766-71. 



CAREX Canada Initial Estimates of 
Occupational Exposure to Asbestos 

Industry Sector Number of Workers 

Specialty trade contractors 82,000 

Building construction 52,000 

Automotive repair and maintenance 4,300 

Ship and boat building 4,200 

Remediation & other waste management 1,700 

Architectural, engineering & related services 1,100 

Pulp, paper & paperboard mills 1,000 

Management, scientific & consulting services 600 

Deep sea, coastal, great lakes water transport 500 

Other 4,600 

Total 152,000 

See http://www.carexcanada.ca/en/asbestos/occupational_estimate/ 


